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A Bit on Bits

Kelley is known for his correction bits.
Correction bits — a shanked bit where the 
mouthpiece is jointed to allow the port of 
the bit to swivel from the bars and shanks 
of the bit — are popular for a lot of di�er-
ent disciplines, especially roping, says Jef-
fers-Sample.

“A lot of people like a correction when 
they need to step up from a sna�e or broken 
bit into a ported bit,” Je�ers-Sample says. 
“They want to have a port in their horse’s 
mouth, but they don’t want something that’s 
solid all the way across. The correction has a 
bit of movement and a little bit of play to it.”

Je�ers-Sample says the shop’s most pop-
ular bit is a 20 Correction. It’s one many rop-
ers and other Western performance horse-
men select, and it can be put on any shank 
in the shop.

“What’s going to be a little di�erent about 
ours versus a lot of other di�erent correc-
tions is Kerry does copper bars on them, and 
many people like that,” Je�ers-Sample says. 
“A lot of horses like to take a bit with copper 
a little easier, and it helps them salivate.”

The 20 Correction bit has another di�er-
ence — where the port meets the bars, the 
bit has rounded edges versus a squared-
o� edge.

“Our customers say that those rounded 
edges typically give a little bit more tongue 
relief,” Jeffers-Sample says. “I’d say it’s 
most popular on our 65 Shank — that’s a 
seven-inch shank.”

TRY DIFFERENT PORTS.
Another popular bit from Kelley is the Al 
Dunning Correction, which  is similar to 
the 20 Correction, but utilizes an A-port 

versus a U-port.
“With an A-port, you get a lot more left 

and right movement out of it, and you can 
have a little bit more independent shoulder 
control. That’s why people like that one — 
if they’re wanting the same feel of a correc-
tion but a little bit more movement out of 
it,” Je�ers-Sample says.

Another correction that’s a best-seller for 
Kelley is the Milkman Correction, which has 
copper bars like the 20, but a wider port base 
and squared-o� edges on the port.

“It’s a lower port, so people like it because 
it gives a bit more tongue relief. It’s a bit 
more forgiving versus the regular correc-
tion,” Je�ers-Sample says. 

CONSIDER YOUR NEEDS.
Before walking into a bit shop, Je�ers-Sam-
ple suggests thinking about what prob-
lem you’re wanting to address and what 
responses you want to see in your horse 
when you engage the bit.

“Are you wanting to sti�en your horse 
up? Are you wanting to get a bit more 
bended movement? Are you wanting to get 
your horse more collected?” Je�ers-Sam-
ple says. “We ask customers what they’re 
riding with now, what they like or don’t like 
about it, and we go from there.”

At Kelley’s, they start by talking about 
the bit a rider is using now, what shape and 
length of the shank they’re wanting, and 
then work toward choosing a mouthpiece.

DO YOUR RESEARCH.
The website kerrykelleybitsand-
spurs.com has a bit guide that lists the 
mouthpieces and shanks available. Jef-

CHOOSING A NEW BIT FOR YOUR HORSE IS A COMPLICATED DECI-

SION, BUT THERE ARE A COUPLE OF GUIDELINES YOU CAN FOLLOW 

TO STEER YOU IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION. ALEX JEFFERS-SAMPLE IS THE 

OFFICE AND SALES MANAGER FOR FAMED BIT MAKER KERRY KELLEY. SHE 

SHARES SOME OF THE POPULAR CHOICES FOR SHANKED BITS FROM 

THE SHOP, AND ADVICE ON SELECTING ONE FOR YOUR HORSE.
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fers-Sample points clients to the guide to 
get a feel for what they’d like and their 
potential needs. Once the client is fa-
miliar with the guide, they are then en-
couraged to come into the shop to dis-
cuss. You can also call into a store like 
Kelley’s to talk to a salesperson about 
options, or ask any general questions 
you might have.

“That way, you have a general idea, 
and we can say, ‘Yes, that’s a good one,’ 
or we might suggest a different one,” 
Jeffers-Sample says.

TRY IT OUT.
Jeffers-Sample encourages riders, if at 
all possible, to try your new bit on your 
horse to see if you need to exchange it.

“Kerry does a 30-day guarantee on 
our bits,” Jeffers-Sample says. “So you 
can buy the bit and ride them as much 
as you want within those 30 days. If it’s 
not necessarily the feel that you’re look-
ing to get, you can send it back, and we’ll 
swap it out for a different bit.”

lariats
& hondas

split reins &
roping reins

poly rope, yacht rope, 
braided parachute cord

horsemanship flags halters &
lead ropes dog leashes

largest manufacturer of rope horse halters
9 Styles • 11 Sizes • Over 60 Colors  

“Since 1985” • Made In Montana, USA • 406-582-0706 
www.doublediamondhalters.com 

“Often Imitated, Never Duplicated” 

R E S E R V E  Y O U R  S PA C E  T O D AY
817-737-6397
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FLY,
BYE
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Garcia Original Bits and 
Spurs from J.M. Capriola Co.
Garcia Original Bits and Spurs have been a 
mainstay in the Western industry for 130 years, 
guaranteed and backed by exceptional quality. 
In December of 2021, the Garcia name launched 
the Made in the USA line. These authentic Garcia 
Originals from Elko, Nevada, have proven to ap-
preciate in value. Since 1929, J.M. Capriola Co. 
has brought horsemen and equine enthusiasts the 
very best in saddles, bridles, chaps and working 
gear that will last for generations.
capr io las . com

Bits by Reinsman Equestrian
Choosing the right bit doesn't have to be com-
plicated. Use Reinsman's bit stages to narrow 
a selection of 300 handcrafted bits to your spe-
cific riding goals for your horse, draft or pony. 
Comfort is crucial, so the curved mouthpieces 
lay naturally across your horse's tongue, while 
cheeks prevent pinching. Each bit has a life-
time warranty. Visit reinsman.com and at your 
local tack dealer.
re insman.com

Double Diamond Halter 
Co. Dog Leashes
Made from the same high-quality ropes as Dou-
ble Diamond Halter Co. halters, the leash shown 
features a ring-style collar with a leather keeper to 
secure the collar, and is made from 8-millimeter 
nylon rope. This collar and leash combination al-
lows for quick removal or placement on your dog. 
Available in a variety of colors, lengths, rope 
materials and diameters with scissors or barrel 
snaps. Price: $19.95
doub led iamondha l te rs . com
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Crusader Fly Mask 
from Cashel
This soft-coated nylon micromesh fly mask is 
durable, soft and comfortable. The mask’s 
three-hole cap and double-dart construction 
hold material away from your horse’s eyes, 
lashes and temples, while offering a more nat-
ural and complete field of vision. The Crusader 
blocks up to 70% of UV rays, helping to pre-
vent sunburns and eye problems. Available in 
four coverage styles, multiple sizes and colors. 
Starts at $32.99.
cashe l company.com/cc

Shoo�y Leggins by Stone 
Manufacturing and Supply
Shoofly Leggins prevent painful bites from bit-
ing flies, as well as the laying of botfly eggs. 
They also reduce stomping, which can lead to 
hoof damage and leg fatigue. Featuring plastic 
mesh with sewn-in stays, Shoofly Leggins have 
heavy-duty Velcro closures and durable web-
belt material on the bottom. The loose-fitting, 
chemical-free mesh allows air to circulate, mak-
ing it ideal to cover wounds. Available in mul-
tiple colors and sizes. Contact your local rep 
for prices.
s tonemfg.ne t
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Increase 
Melatonin
67% of masked 
horses showed an 
increase overnight

Block Artificial 
Light
Allows for a restful 
nights sleep

Block Blue Light
Amber lenses block 
93% of blue light

XpertEquine.com

The 1st blue light blocking device for horses

Stress Less, 
Sleep More.

Learn More

Tough1 Wool String 
Nylon Halter
Get the mohair look with this durable and unique 
nylon halter. The cheeks and nosepiece are 
made of hand-twisted wool string in a variety of 
bold color combinations and patterns. There is 
a buckle under the chin and on the crown piece 
for simple fi t adjustments. Hardware is brushed 
nickel. Available in average horse size. Also 
available in leather. Price: $30.
tough1.com

Tippman Boss Hand Stitcher 
from Tippman Industrial
The Tippmann Boss Hand Stitcher is the origi-
nal manual sewing machine. The Boss can sew 
up to ¾ inches of leather without needing a 
cord or outlet. Simply pull the handle and start 
stitching with accurate and consistent results. 
The item weighs 21 pounds and is available in 
black aluminum casting. Price: $999.
t ippmanindus t r ia l . com

Saddle Doctor’s Repair 
Manual for Western Saddles
Experienced saddlemaker Dick Orent origi-
nally wrote this book as a textbook for classes 
he taught. Written for readers ages 8 to 80 
years old, it addresses everything from de-
constructing a saddle down to the tree, to per-
forming minor repairs and reassembling the 
saddle, and guiding you to repair your own 
saddles and tack. Price: $19.99 plus shipping: 
$6 U.S., $8.50 other countries. To contact 
Orent, write Saddle Doctor, P.O. Box 281, Ue-
hling, Nebraska, 68063; or email.
sadd le .doc@gmai l . com

S P E C I A L  A D V E R T I S I N G  S E C T I O N
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STOP THE STOMP!STOP THE STOMP!

www.shooflyleggins.com
www.stonemfg.net

• Prevents Botflies from laying eggs causing hoof damage

• Decreases healing time of abrasions and wounds by allowing air flow

• Easy to attach, comfortable to wear 
and will not sag due to their unique 
sewn-in plastic stays

Easy to attach, comfortable to wear 
and will not sag due to their unique 

Exclusively Distributed By:

Patented Design  US6508205B1

Use loose-fitting, chemical free during fly season 

to prevent painful fly bites and reduce stressful stomping.

Colors Available
Blue, Pink and Orange

Sizes Available
Mini, Pony/Donkey, Yearling, 

Small, Medium and Large

XpertEquine REM Mask
Your horse needs time without light to produce 
melatonin, allowing for optimal rest and recovery, 
but if your horse is at a show, vet clinic or public 
stable, the lights are often on all night long. The 
REM Mask uses blue light-blocking technology to 
promote the natural production of melatonin, for 
a more restful night of sleep while your horse is 
being exposed to artifi cial light. Available in four 
sizes. Price: $59.99.
xper tequ ine .com

Jeff Feil Custom Saddles
For decades, Jeff Feil Custom Saddles has 
been building quality custom saddles at an af-
fordable price point, with the goal of offering 
quality balanced with the best value for your 
dollar. All saddles are backed by their per-
sonal guarantee. Call 877-293-1433 to ask 
Jeff Feil any questions or visit his website to re-
quest a free brochure.
handmadesadd les . com

Lady Wade and Trail Wade 
saddles by McCall Saddle Co. 
McCall Saddle Co.'s Lady Wade and Trail Wade 
saddles offer lightweight functionality, stylishness 
and quality. With a myriad of tooling patterns, sil-
ver and other customization options, your dream 
saddle is within your budget and your reality. All 
McCall saddles are handmade by trained crafts-
men for quality results. Retail outlet Dry Fork Sad-
dle is celebrating its 50th anniversary this year, 
and emphasizes customer service. Purchase 
through authorized retailers or Dry Fork Saddle.
dr y forksadd le . com
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Classic Equine ESP 
Saddle Pad
This all-discipline Western saddle pad offers pre-
mium protection starting with a 100% wool blan-
ket exterior, a medical-grade XPF foam insert that 
is breathable and lightweight, and a 5/8-inch or-
thopedic-grade felt interior to soak up moisture 
and dissipate heat. The 34-by 38-inch pad is con-
toured to conform to your horse’s back, maintain-
ing density for an ideal fit. Available in several col-
ors and patterns of blanket tops. Price: $299. 
c lass i cequ ine .com

Fuse Navajo  
Top Steam-Pressed Pad  
from Professional’s Choice
The beauty of a show pad and the performance 
of steam-pressed felt are fused together to bring 
the best of both worlds. Made with hand-woven 
New Zealand wool blanket top and 100% steam-
pressed wool felt to wick moisture and provide im-
pact protection, this pad has a contoured spine for 
an anatomically correct fit. Skiving under the wear 
leathers offers close contact. Easy to clean and 
nonslip, this pad is available in two thicknesses 
and several color patterns. Price: $228.95.

profchoice.com

E.A. Mattes Western Sheep-
skin Correction Pad
This pad is designed to help eliminate heat 
and friction while providing comfort and pro-
tection. Its correction system has three pock-
ets on each side of the pad and shims made of 
Poly-Flex for precise, secure correction for ad-
dressing bridging saddles, too-wide saddles, 
weight fluctuations and more. They are ma-
chine washable, available in four styles and a 
variety of color options. Purchase from retail-
ers: Frecker’s Saddlery, 406-683-4452; Tom 
Curtin Quality Horsemanship, 406-839-4537. 
wor ldeques t r ianbrands .com

AirFlex Cinch from 
Weaver Leather
This 100% merino wool fleece cinch provides 
air circulation while preventing trapped heat 
thanks to molded airflow channels and an 
all-natural, breathable wool fleece liner. This 
patented performance cinch is ideal for cut-
ting, roping, cow horse, barrel racing, reining 
and trail riding. The white cool flex foam does 
not absorb heat like black neoprene. The wool 
fleece liner is stain-resistant and quick-drying. 
Available in straight and roper styles, and  in 
multiple sizes. Price: starts at $95.99.

weaverequ ine .com

Untitled-5   1 3/18/20   8:08 AM

saddle.doc@gmail.com
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The Rancher Saddle Pad 
from 5 Star Equine Products
Ideal for ropers, ranchers and for long trail 
rides, the Rancher Saddle Pad is designed to 
be used alone thanks to its super-thick 1 1/8-
inch 100% wool. Hand-made in the USA, this 
pad is soft, with no break-in time. It protects 
your horse from a sore back and is durable for 
over 2,000 hours of riding time. Available in 
mule and horse contour, and includes leg cut-
out, cinch cutout and fl ex fi t wither options. 
Fleece lining available.
5s tarequ ine .com

Ranch Collection Tooled 
Browband Headstall from 
Dale Chavez Company
This fl oral tooled, dark oil browband headstall 
features ranch hardware including a buckle, 
tip and keeper. The headstall is part of Dale 
Chavez Company’s new Ranch Collection that 
also features a two-ear headstall, breast collar 
and halter. Price: $270.

dalechavezcompany.com
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Headstalls from Hansen 
Western Gear
Hansen Western Gear offers three styles of head-
stalls: brow, one-ear and split-ear. Select from me-
dium oil or dark oil, and choose from the many 
high quality Hansen Silver buckle sets and con-
chos to complete your headstall’s unique look. 
Find a retailer near you on the company website 
hansens i l ver. com

Cowboy Rawhide Gear from 
Buckaroo Businesses
B/B’s new line of handmade rawhide gear is de-
signed for today’s horseman, and is defined by 
quality, variety and function. Romal reins range 
from 8 plait to 30 plait. Bosals range from 8 plait 
to 16 plait, in a variety of sizes. The ever-expand-
ing B/B Cowboy Collection was created to meet 
Buckaroo Businesses’ goal to have high-quality 
gear to match everyone’s needs and budgets.
buckaroobus inesses . com
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www.dryforksaddle.com
435-789-3900

Dry Fork Saddle
Vernal, UT

Your Complete McCall Dealer
VISIT OUR WEBSITE

FOR IN-STOCK SADDLES

The Original
Lady Wade

This saddle is ideal for the all-around
rider looking for comfort, durability

and class. The perfect fit for the rider
and your horse will love the weight.

D F k S ddl

horsrsr e wiwiw lili l ll l love 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE  
AND OUR SADDLE BUILDER
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PICK YOUR PAD. 
NO PRESSURE. classicequine.com

PICK YOUR PAD. Made from the highest quality and innovative 
materials on the market. The large selection 
of Classic Equine® pads offer comfort and 
performance, no matter your discipline or 
shape and size of your horse.

ShockGuard™ ESP™ Contour BioFit® Correction

Nettles Leveler 
by Nettles Stirrups
The Nettles patented Leveler is a high-perfor-
mance game-changer. This system sets your 
boot firmly across the tread, provides better 
balance, less stirrup losses and reduces those 
aggravating body aches so you can focus on 
your ride. The Leveler is a small change with 
major results. Available only on Nettles Stir-
rups. Price: $138.00 per pair. 
More info at: 936-348-6541; 800-729-2234.
ne t t l es - s t i r r ups . com

R E S E R V E  Y O U R  S PA C E  T O D AY
817-737-6397




